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WHAT IS A 
WOMAN?

(1) ‘An adult human female’
  (Standing for Women)

(1) ‘A woman is someone 
who identifies as a 
woman’

(The LGBT Foundation)
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THE 
GENDER

UNICORN



TRANSGENDER

An umbrella term for persons whose gender 
identity, gender expression or behavior does not 
conform to that typically associated with the sex 

to which they were assigned at birth.
American Psychological Association



THE ‘GENDER REVOLUTION’: 
An Important Distinction

Illness             v         Ideology
Gender                          Gender 

dysphoria                       ideology

A person may identify as trans* without any GD



THE ‘GENDER REVOLUTION’:
A Question of Identity 



DIMENSIONS OF THE ‘GENDER REVOLUTION’



“When it comes to ideas, the church must 
patiently yet boldly speak the truth. When it comes 
to people, the church must be attentive to the 
person, to the desires, wounds and experiences 
that are being expressed.” (Abigail Favale)

Source: ‘Conversation: How should Catholics think about gender identity and transgender persons?’ 
(13 October 2022) (www.americamagazine.org)



THE RISE OF ‘GENDER IDENTITY’: FOUR STORIES

• IDENTITY       

•GENDER    

•FREEDOM       

•TRUTH 
 



MEDICAL INSIGHTS



TYPES OF GENDER DYSPHORIA

•Pre-pubertal

•Autogynephilia

•Adolescent Onset Gender Dysphoria



ADOLESCENT 
ONSET 

GENDER 
DYSPHORIA

A METEORIC RISE

Source: www.segm.org 
(Updated chart now available)

http://www.segm.org/


ADOLESCENT 
ONSET 

GENDER 
DYSPHORIA

Underlying 
Factors



Adolescent 
Onset 

Gender 
Dysphoria

Adolescent 
Brain

Suicide

Detransition

Source: Adapted from www.statsforgender.org/suicide/



THE CASS REVIEW
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GENDER, IDENTITY AND OUR BODIES:
A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE



In the beginning God ….



Our bodies matter



G E N ES I S  2 : 7 ,  2 : 2 2 ,  2 : 2 3

The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground …

Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had 
taken out of the man … 

The man said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh 
of my flesh …”

 

 



P SA L M  6 3 : 1  ( ESV ) ;  1  C O R I N T H I A N S  6 : 1 9 - 2 0  
( N I V )

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you …

Or do you not know that your bodies are temples of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from God? You are not your own; you were bought with 
a price. Therefore honour God with your body.



Sex and gender 



G E N ES I S  1 : 2 7  ( N I V )

So God created mankind in his own image,
  in the image of God he created them;
  male and female he created them.



GENDER & 
GENDER 

EXPRESSION

1 CORINTHIANS 11:2-16



M AT T H E W  1 9 : 4 ,  1 2  ( N I V )

‘Haven’t you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning 
the Creator “made them male and female” …

‘For there are eunuchs who were born that way; and 
there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by 
others …’ 



Gender ideology, gender dysphoria 
and living in a fallen world



THE EFFECTS OF THE FALL:
FRACTURED RELATIONSHIPS WITH … 

•God: Hiding from God, banished from Eden (Gen. 3:9, 24) 
•People: ‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’ (Gen. 3:16, 4:9) 
•Nature: Thistles, thorns, dust to dust (Gen. 3: 18-19) 
•Self: Shame, self-deception and …. dis-integration 

(Gen. 3:8-13)



Identity



G E N ES I S  1 : 2 7

So God created mankind in his own image,
  in the image of God he created them;
  male and female he created them.



IDENTITY

MADE

IN THE IMAGE

OF GOD



IDENTITY

THE IMPACT OF 

SIN AND IDOLATRY



IDENTITY

MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

AND

MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST



2  C O R I N T H I A N S  5 : 1 7 ;  G A L AT I A N S  2 : 2 0

If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation.

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.



OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST

•A personal identity (John 10:3)

•A relational identity (John 1:12, 1 Pet. 2:9)

•An eternal identity (Eph. 1:4-5, Rev. 2:17) 

•A dynamic identity (2 Cor. 3:18, Phil. 2:12-13)



The pathway to salvation



RO M A N S  8 : 2 3 , 2 5

…. we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 
for our adoption to sonship, the 
redemption of our bodies …. But if we hope 
for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.




