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A Biblical bk Outline

perspectlve on Ay + Big picture: what do the Bible and science say about human identity?
med cal eth cs 5 . A - * C study: how does thi

* What is the direction of travel? What should we do?
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‘What is man...?
Genesis 1:26 and 2:7

“Let us make

mankind in our

im

“Then the LORD God
formed a man from the
dust of the ground and
breathed into his lmsmls
the breath of

50 what doos science say about human identity? |

2 Corinthians 5:1-3

“For we know that if the

earthly tent we live in is coraccrcnace
, we have a b
, an eternal
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Extraordinarily
successful

mechanistic
explanations

and technical fixes

What is going on here at a worldview level? What is going on here at a worldview level?
Personhood Personhood
9 10

Ch_apter 5: Dualism
Isit human? Do we care? u

re of ourselves

, N “dualism is the
, to make

theory that the
mental and the

of our lives — the: physical — or mmd
define us as human in a w 2 and body or mind
and brain — are, in

o L some sense, radically
bt “(’;‘[: i" = different kinds of
ABORTION thing
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"TERRIFIC NEW BOOK" *TERRIFIC NEW BOOK®

PERSON
Privat Has moral value and le;

310)0)'4

Public, objective, universal An expendable biologica

R. PEARCEY

Part 2: Practical
implications

Questions
or
comments?

Pastoral scenario Pastoral scenario

June is a woman in her late seventies who is a member of your church. » How might a secular and a Christian view of death differ?
She has a number of long-term heart and breathing problems, and has « What might be the implications for ‘Do not actively resuscitate’
been admitted to hospital with breathlessness and a chest infection. decisions?

When you visit her, she is very distressed because the doctors told her
they had filled in a ‘Do Not Resuscitate’ form for her. She told them this
is against her Christian beliefs and they agreed to re-discuss later with
her.
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Understanding illnesses

Talking
about dying

Time

20

Decisions to be Causes of fear Is death always a bad
made
. * The illness itself

+ Embarking on * Pain/symptoms

burdensome treatments  Disability
* “Ceilings of care’ « The dying process he knowledge of good and e

. 1y that you eat of it, you will surely die.”

* Do not attempt CPR * What comes next

decisions * Over-treatment .
« Stopping active * Under-treatment ast enemy to be destroyed is

1 Cor15v 26

treatment; moving to

palliative care Jesus and Lazarus — John 11

How do we navigate these
decisions as Christians?

21

Is death always a bad




Part 3: The
direction of
travel

And what should we do about it?

‘Assisted dying’

upply by a doctor of a lethal dose

that will be d
requests those d
[ by

« Experience overseas
* Unethical

« Never a part of medici

* Value of life

What are the drivers
for assisted suicide?

+ Pollack: ‘I have no s guilt on
pulling the plug on ’

Currently:

* Tllegal in UK

* Opposed by most medi tions

galisation

* Now - medical institutions

+ RCP
+ RCGP
+ BMA

“Speak up for those who cannot
speak up for themselves,

for the rights of all who are
destitute.
Speak up and judge

Proverbs 31 v 8-9
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Resources

THY BODY
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